


Parent of the Year
Bolton-Edwards Elementary Middle School

Ms. Jessica Hunt-Richardson

I would like to take this time to say 

thank you to the committee for 

nominating me for this award. 

Receiving this award for parent of 

the year is a great honor. 

The fact that my hard work as a 

parent has been recognized instills 

the confidence in me to continue 

throughout the school year. 

Thank You BEEMS!



Parent of the Year
Byram Middle School

Mr. Calvin Hudson

It is truly an honor to be recognized as the 

Byram Middle School Parent of the Year. 

As an educator in the Hinds County School 

District, nothing is more important to me 

than parental involvement. I have three 

children in the Hinds County School 

District, who are receiving effective 

teaching and learning. 

The love I have for students, teachers, and 

community will continue to be the driving 

force behind our success!

Respectfully, Calvin L. Hudson



Parent of the Year

Carver Middle School / Life Skills Academy

Ms. Aleesha Hudson

I would like to thank the Hinds County School 

District and the Carver Middle School family for 

this esteemed honor. 

As a proud graduate of the former Carver Jr. High 

and Raymond High School, I take extreme pride 

in my ability to serve the students and the 

community. During my Raymond experience, I 

was filled with knowledge, love and confidence. 

Those lessons have guided me in my journey as a 

professional and a parent

I look forward to my continued support of the 

school and district in the years to come.

Thank you again!



Parent of the Year

Gary Road Elementary School

Ms. Ashley Fortenberry

I thank Gary Road Elementary for finding 

me worthy to receive this esteemed award. 

GRE has unfolded various initiatives to 

meet their mission and I am proud to be 

here to witness the greatness. 

I am genuinely overjoyed by this award 

and will continue working hard for the 

students of Gary Road Elementary.

Thank you!



Parent of the Year

Gary Road Intermediate School

Ms. Karen Austin

Karen wants the administrators at Gary Road 

Intermediate and the Hinds County School District 

administrators to know she is both honored and 

humbled by this recognition.  

She truly feels blessed to be a part of this great 

community of stakeholders where children are 

engaged, empowered, ensured, and encouraged to 

excel.

Karen feels that when we truly work together and 

support each other, we can overcome anything to 

ensure our children and those who invest so much 

into their young lives are successful.  

Thank You!



Parent of the Year

Raymond Elementary School

Starla Harris

I’m so grateful for my son, Cole, who was the 

turning point in me as a person and the main 

reason I’ve contributed and worked as hard as I 

have both for the school and for the community.  I 

wanted to set a good example of someone who 

cares about the people around them as well as 

themselves and their own. I hope as he grows that 

he remembers me as a kind and hardworking 

mother, someone he can model himself after.

I have only gotten as far as I have and done as 

much as I have because of the amazing people 

who surround me and my family.  RES is an 

amazing school with wonderful and talented 

teachers and staff have all helped me to guide my 

son along his path in life

It takes a community to raise a child, after all. 

Thank You!



Parent of the Year

Raymond High School

Ms. Janet Alexander

Thank you to RHS for selecting me to 

be the parent of the year. 

It’s an honor to be chosen. I’m at a 

loss for words.

Go Rangers!



Parent of the Year
Terry High School

Ms. Erica Robinson-Jones

I am honored and proud to be chosen as the 

PARENT OF THE YEAR for THS. 

It is a privilege to work with Byram/Terry 

community and families especially our young 

adults at Terry High School.

I love being an active parent and doing it all 

through God because nothing great comes easy 

and with God everything is possible. 

I thank each of you!



Parent of the Year

Utica Elementary Middle School

Ms. Myeshia Burns

Thank you UEMS for selecting me as 

your parent of the Year.

"At the end of the day, the most 

overwhelming key to a child's 

success is the positive involvement  

of parents. "



Hinds County School District 

Parent of the Year 2021

Ms. Aleesha Hudson 

on being selected as the 

HCSD 2021 POY.



Teacher of the Year

Bolton-Edwards Elementary Middle School

Dr. Patsy Nash

4th Grade ELA Teacher @ BEEMS

Total Years of Experience: 9 

Years in Present Position: 3

I am honored to be selected as TOY for 

BEEMS.

I have been blessed to have the opportunity to 

work with Mrs. Williams and a wonderful team 

at BEEMS for the past three years. 

Teaching is my passion. I strive to give my 

students the best education daily. I am a 

passionate and committed teacher that sets high 

expectations for my students. 

I believe teaching is hard work, but teachers 

have the amazing task of educating and 

inspiring their students!



Teacher of the Year

Byram Middle School

Ms. Bonnie Florence-Gatlin

8th Grade Math Teacher @ BMS

Total Years of Experience: 12

Years in Present Position: 6

I am truly honored and excited to be recognize for 

this prestigious accomplishment.  

Coaching and teaching are a personal passion for 

me as I’m eager to learn from kids and build life-

long connections that foster productive citizens for 

our community.  

To learn that my peers think so highly of me is 

truly a blessing, and I’m thankful to be Teacher of 

the Year of Byram Middle School. 

I look forward to perfecting my craft and making 

my loved ones and colleagues proud within the 

Hinds County School District. 

Coach Flo!



Teacher of the Year

Carver Middle School / Life Skills Academy

Ms. Theresa Smith

Exceptional Services Teacher @ CMS/LSA

Total Years of Experience: 16 

Years in Present Position: 1

I am honored to be chosen as the CMS/Life Skills 

Academy/Main Street Restart Center Teacher of 

the Year. 

I would like to thank my principals for the time and 

energy they invest into our school and its students. 

I could not do what I do without the dedication 

from my co-teachers and my teacher assistants. It is 

the desire for our students to succeed that makes 

Life Skills Academy possible. 

Our school's driving force is evident in the way we 

engage, encourage, and ensure excellence in our 

students. I am truly grateful that the qualities of 

Teacher of the Year are recognized in me.



Teacher of the Year

Gary Road Elementary School

Ms. Sallianne Campbell

2nd Grade ELA Teacher @ GRE

Total Years of Experience: 8 

Years in Present Position: 3

I am truly honored and humbled to be selected 

as the Gary Road Elementary Teacher of the 

Year. 

I am beyond thankful for the many mentors and 

fellow teachers that have pushed me and 

supported me throughout my career. 

Each day when I walk through the doors of Gary 

Road Elementary, I am encouraged by the 

wonderful staff and students around me. 

As a former student of the Hinds County School 

District and graduate of Terry High School, I am 

extremely privileged to have the opportunity to 

give back to the school community that guided 

me, and I continue to strive to honor the great 

teachers of HCSD that shaped me. 



Teacher of the Year

Gary Road Intermediate School

Ms. Pamela Garrett

5th Grade Science Teacher @ GRI

Total Years of Experience: 4 

Years in Present Position: 4

Becoming teacher of the month has been a goal of 

mine for years now but becoming Teacher of the Year 

was life changing. 

I don’t look at teaching as a job but a calling. I want to 

inspire all my students to be great at whatever they do. 

I believe in differentiated instructions to accommodate 

all my students. I try to be as creative as possible using 

hands-on, interactive PowerPoints, student teachers, 

life examples and virtual tours. 

I come to class excited to learn everyday because my 

students feed off my energy. 

I make sure to keep the class engaging and fun 

because I don’t want to be bored nor have my students 

in a boring classroom. I am still trying to be that 

teacher that I always wanted growing up!



Teacher of the Year

Raymond Elementary School

Mr. Kofi Woodall

3rd Grade ELA Teacher @ RES

Total Years of Experience: 17 

Years in Present Position: 4

Mr. Woodall is honored to be selected as 

the TOY at RES. Through his educational 

journey, he has consistently put student 

achievement at the forefront of all those 

experiences. 

Mr. Woodall firmly believes that education 

is vital to establishing a strong foundation 

for life. He expects his students to commit 

to a level of performance that challenges 

them to reach their full potential.



Teacher of the Year

Raymond High School

Ms. Shaketta Franklin

10th Grade ELA Teacher @ RHS

Total Years of Experience: 10

Years in Present Position: 8

Teaching is a calling, and I am grateful that God 

called me for this profession. 

Teaching has afforded me the opportunity to 

connect with students in a way that allows me to 

understand them in a way that other teachers may 

not understand. 

I learned in the very beginning of my teaching 

career that nothing else matters except for the 

students, and as long as I make a difference with at 

least one child each year, I have succeeded in the 

goal that I have created. 

I am blessed to be in a position to guide others like 

those before me. 

Thank You RHS !



Teacher of the Year

Terry High School

Ms. Elizabeth Foster

12th Grade Senior Seminar Teacher @ THS

Total Years of Experience: 23

Years in Present Position: 21

I feel so honored to have been selected as 

Teacher of the Year at Terry. 

I have the deepest love and admiration for my 

colleagues and to think they thought of me in the 

selection process humbles me. I work with some 

outstanding teachers, so I feel very blessed to 

have been selected by them for this honor. 

My devotion for Terry, all students past and 

present, is embedded deep in my soul. 

I wake up every morning with the same mission, 

same mindset, and same purpose- to give my 

students everything I have every day so that they 

can reach every goal they set for themselves. 



Teacher of the Year
Utica Elementary/Middle School

Ms. Lori Opiela

4th Grade ELA Teacher @ UEMS

Total Years of Experience: 13 

Years in Present Position: 13

Thank you to all of the administrators and 

teachers I have worked with over the years 

who have helped me become the teacher I 

am today. 

With their help and guidance, I have grown 

throughout the years and continue to grow 

professionally each and every day. 

Thank you to my family for always being 

supportive of me and my career. 

Thank you to everyone in the Utica 

community- I grew up in Utica and have 

enjoyed being able to teach in such a 

wonderful place!



Hinds County School District 

Teacher of the Year 2021

Ms. Elizabeth Foster 

on being selected as the 

HCSD 2021 TOY.



Hinds County School District

Administrator of the Year 2021

Dr. Will Smith, Principal / UEMS

Principal @ UEMS

Total Years of Experience: 14 

Years in Present Position: 4

I am thankful and appreciative for the faculty, staff, students, and 

the Utica community for embracing my leadership approach and 

supporting my vision for Utica Elementary Middle School. The 

teachers and staff are the real superstars because they are working 

to ensure that all students have the ability to grow as learners and 

progress socially. 

I would like to thank our school board, Superintendent Dr. 

Delesicia Martin, and the district’s leadership team for giving us 

the operational flexibility to meet the specific needs of our school 

community. This has allowed us to target the specific needs of our 

students, which has pushed them past their academic goals. 

Dr. Martin has kept me grounded, focused, and motivated to keep 

pushing forward, despite challenges that I have faced. I appreciate 

her teaching me to speak things into existence when we desire 

change or growth. I have used this same strategy with our students 

and teachers, and it has guided us to success. 

Thank You All!!!


